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When I was a kid, one of my favorite authors was Judy Blume. I could 
knock out a whole chapter book in one night. All I needed was a flashlight 
and sleeping parents! Today, I still love books, but I usually listen to them on 
Audible. Children today have so many other things competing for their 
attention. How can we “grow” our children to be readers, not just when they 
are young, but as they get older as well? According to RaiseReadyKids.com, 
even if you do everything right as a parent, your child will probably go 
through phases of reading and not reading as he grows up. When your child 
is young, your goal should be to plant seeds of reading pleasure and self-
identity, so your child chooses reading more often later, when they are in 
charge of their time. Here are some tips…

1. Put books everywhere: Make it easy for your child to find books 
because — well, they’re everywhere he goes. Your child should be stumbling 
over books. There should be books in his bedroom, of course. Also, you 
might put small baskets of books in the kitchen, car, and bathroom. It’s 
always a great idea to make a special reading nook somewhere, like a tent 
out of blankets. Or set up a corner of his room that’s extra cozy and has 
books in it.

2. Help your child discover the delight of reading: Make reading time 
snuggle time. Don’t just read the words; get excited about the story and ham 
it up! Enjoy a favorite drink while you read. Read together as a whole family.
Go to the library and let your child choose a book; stop for a favorite snack 
on the way home.

3. Manage your child’s time so there is always time and space for 
reading: Set certain times when reading is just what you do. Don’t ask your 
child, just do it habitually so that it’s expected. Bedtime is natural, of course. 
Bath time can be great, too. Time to read has to be protected as well as 
created, and here’s where electronic devices are one of the greatest 
challenges for parents. Most preschool children love moving images on a 
screen. They’ll often choose to play with a device or watch TV over reading. 
Setting limits when your child is young is crucial. Also, avoid “rewarding” 
your child with screen time after she reads. That’s sending the wrong 
message. You want him to come to see reading and books as more 
interesting than screen time — at least sometimes.
Your child will not grow up to be a reader if she has not experienced joy in 
reading. There are multiple reasons to limit your child’s screen time, but one 
of the best is to give your child time and space to discover the delight in 
books.

Following these steps will not guarantee that your child will grow up to 
be an independent reader. There are many more bridges to cross before that 
might happen. But early experiences create a foundation on which you and 
your child can build. Start now and have fun!

For more information on this or other parenting tips check out raisereadykids.com!

OCTOBER
10/8 Picture Day

10/11 End of First 
Quarter

10/14-18 Fall Break: Enjoy 
this time with your family!

10/21 Digital Day/Parent-
Teacher Conferences

10/25 Hispanic Heritage 
Cultural Celebration

10/27 Fall Festival
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Monitoring children's computer or cell phone use is 
essential for their safety, well-being, and development. The 
internet offers countless opportunities for learning and 
connection, but it also harbors risks such as cyberbullying, 
exposure to inappropriate content, online predators, and 
privacy breaches. Without proper oversight, children may 
inadvertently share personal information, download 
harmful content, or engage in unhealthy social media 
habits. Monitoring ensures that children are using 
technology in age-appropriate, constructive ways while 
also preventing excessive screen time, which can 
negatively impact mental health, sleep patterns, and 
academic performance.

To safeguard children, parents can implement several 
strategies. First, establish clear rules about online 
behavior, such as never sharing personal details or 
speaking with strangers. Second, use parental control 
software to filter inappropriate content and set time limits 
for device usage. Third, regularly review their browsing 
history and app usage, creating an open dialogue about the 
websites they visit and the apps they use. Encouraging 
offline activities and balancing screen time with physical 
and social interaction also helps promote healthier habits. 
Finally, educating children on the potential dangers and 
encouraging responsible online behavior empowers them 
to make safer decisions. By combining these proactive 
measures, parents can protect their children from digital 
risks while fostering positive, mindful technology use. 

Baby , it’s cold outside! Well, 

hopefully soon. Our lost and found is 

overflowing with jackets, sweaters, 

and other items. They will be set 

out on a table in the lobby. If your 

child has a missing item, come and 

look through the many things that 

have been turned in as lost. With 

that being said, please label your 

child’s personal items so that they 

can be easily found if misplaced. 

UNIFORMS

By now everyone should have their 
official DACS school uniforms. Light 
blue or dark blue, red polo with 
DACS embroidery, khaki or navy 
pants or skirts. Navy blue sweaters 
or sweater vests only for classroom 
wear. Outdoor jackets and coats can 
be any color. Visit Frenchtoast.com 
for your fall and winter gear! Search 
by school or use our school code: 
QS61SNV. We have a few brand new 
pieces in our collection at school. 
Stop by the front office if you’re 
interested.

Fun Fact: I’m sure you’ve seen this little baby hanging 
around in your trees, house corners, utility poles. It’s 
the Joro spider. They are an invasive species of spider 
from East Asia and can grow as big as 3 inches…YIKES!

https://www.pbs.org/newshour/science/everything-you-need-to-know-about-the-invasive-joro-spider


DACS Benefit Concert featuring...Wintley Phipps—
UPDATE

Ticket sales are picking up. If you haven’t made your goals, you still have a few weeks 
left. If you need additional flyers or posters for your home church. Let us know. They are 
available in English and in Spanish! Click here to purchase additional tickets or drop in to 

the front office. Sell, Sell, Sell!

Our color scheme for the 
evening is Royal blue and 
gold. So start looking now 
for those special dresses 
and suits!

https://forms.gle/7gUCWmroraPP9eCy5


Celebrating Hispanic Heritage 
Month with our culminating 
event on Friday, October 25. 
There will be a fashion show, 
showcasing native, traditional 
outfits. Students can showcase 

art, poetry, or music. Last, 
there will be a Hispanic Food 

Festival featuring delicious 
eats from a variety of Spanish 

speaking countries! Yum!





Don’t forget to sign up for Parent Teacher conferences. 
Your child’s teacher will be sending a sign-up 
opportunity. Sign up to find out how your child is 
progressing in school—test data, daily performance, and 
classroom behaviors.




